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Overview of Early Years 

Curriculum



The Good Level of Development ‘GLD’

At the end of the Reception year, 
schools are compared nationally 
by the percentage of children 
gaining the Good Level of 
Development (GLD)

In order to attain the GLD, a child 
will have achieved the Early 
Learning Goal in: 

• All of the Prime Areas 

• Literacy & Mathematics from  
the Specific Areas



Personal Social and Emotional Development

What are the expectations?

Independence – Toileting, Getting dressed and undressed, 
shoes, feeding using knife, fork or spoon and open cup.

Socialisation – Playing together, turn taking and sharing
and understanding feelings and expressing emotion.

Rules and Routines – behaviour expectations and following 
instructions and keeping safe.



Writing and the EYFS

• Writing, along with reading, makes 
up Literacy, one of the four specific 
areas of the Early Years Foundation 
Stage (EYFS). The descriptors of 
what children are to achieve in 
writing however, come from the 
Literacy, Communication & 
Language and Physical
Development areas of learning. 
Writing therefore is not just about 
learning letters and sounds but 
developing the ability to 
communicate effectively verbally 
and develop physical dexterity too.

Expectations

• Correct pencil grip – tripod

• Using cursive script by the end 
of reception

• Write and recognise name

• Use phonics to start reading and 
writing words

• To have the confidence to mark 
make and write for a variety of 
purposes.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2


Reading and 
Early Years 
- We read daily to the children sharing a 

variety of books.

- We also encourage the children to share 
books with each other also.

- We tell stories using puppets, props and 
pictures and create pictorial story maps.

At Home 

All children will receive a library book for you to 
read and enjoy with your child we do not expect 
them to read this.

In reception the children will also receive a 
reading book and reading record.  This will be 
changed 3 x a week.  Please write in the reading 
record when you hear your child read and we 
recommend reading with them daily for 
confidence and progression.



Phonics in Early Years

In school, we follow the Letters and Sounds 

programme. Letters and Sounds is a phonics resource 

published by the Department for Education and Skills 

which consists of six phases.

Phonics is an 
integral part of 
Early years and is 
the foundation to 
learning to read 
and write.  

Phase 1 phonics
Rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, body 
percussion, environmental 
sounds, voice sounds and 
oral blending.

Phase 2

s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d

g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r

h, b, f/ff, l/ll, ss

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8/ (Saying the sounds video)

Phase 3

j, v, w, x y, z, qu

sh, ch, th, ng ai, ee, igh, 

oa, oo, ar or,ur, ow, oi

ear, air, ure, er

http://jollylearning.co.uk/gallery/audio-2/


Outdoor Learning • Please ensure all children have 
welly boots in school at all times.

• Children need warm coats, hats 
and gloves as we do go outside 
in all weathers.

• Learning happens daily inside 
and outside and it is part of the 
curriculum.



Mathematics
Number and Shape Space and Measures

- Problem solving

- Counting reliably to 20

- Adding and Subtracting

- Sharing

- Numicon

- Understanding the value of numbers

- Weighing/Measuring

- Ordering

- Using shapes 2D and 3D

- VOCABULARY is essential not just naming 
numbers and shapes.



Tapestry
- Ensure you have downloaded the application.

- Activate your password .

- Access your children’s observations.

- Remember to put on observations from home too.

Any problems or queries 
please ask your class 
teacher and we will 
support you to get your 
child’s online learning 
journey.



Superhero's

Police Visit
Chicks

Trip

SportsWeek

Post Office

Diwali

Xmas
Church Visits

We have lots of fun 
things planned and want 
you to be involved.  Come along to our open afternoons

and have some fun…

If you have any skills you can bring into 
school and share please let your 
class teacher know.



Challenge in Early Years
Talk about and discuss!

Process over product.

What? Why?

When?
How?

Where?



Working in partnership 
is crucial.  So how can 
you help…

• Home activities

Home learning activity handout which will 
go home termly.  A choice of fun activities 
will be available on here and when you 
have done them post them onto tapestry 
so we can share this with the children.

WOW moments – we are proud of all of 
our children and when they have made 
you proud we would like to know so 
complete a wow and this will be shared 
and displayed in your child’s class.

- Limit screen time and increase 
social time.

- Ensure children are at school.

- Read a bedtime story.

- Have dinner together when 
possible.

- Talk to each other as much as 
possible.

- Provide healthy lunchbox –
see handouts for advice.



Any concerns or worries?

- sleep
- feeding
- talking
- eating

- behaviour

Talk to our amazing support team after.



Early Years Video

https://vimeo.com/266822457



