


Today we will be 
learning about 

Roman Mosaics 
and using a 

printing 
technique to 

make our own.







Investigate Mosaics of 
Roman Britain

• http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/roman
s/mosaics_gallery.shtml



• TASK:
Choose your 4 
favourite facts



How did Roman´s make Mosaics??
Mosaics, otherwise known as opus tesellatum, were made with small black, 
white and coloured squares typically measuring between 0.5 and 1.5 cm but 
fine details were often rendered using even smaller pieces as little as 1mm in 
size.

1. These squares (tesserae or tessellae) were cut from materials such as 
marble, tile, glass, smalto (glass paste), pottery, stone and even shells.

2. The base was first prepared with fresh mortar and the tesserae positioned 
as close together as possible with any gaps then filled with liquid mortar in 
a process known as grouting.

3.   The whole was then cleaned and polished.

https://www.ancient.eu/pottery/


Today we are going to be making a Roman 
Mosaic using printing

Have a good look at these
designs, as you will be creating
something similar.

- To look like a Roman mosaic, 
your mosaic must have a frame



How to make a mosaic  - Task 1 - Planning

Why is it important to plan something before you make 
it?
- Plan a mosaic design onto the paper.

- Choose your tools and get the paint ready
We won´t be using real tiles. Instead, we are going to print (using paint) a shape repetitively to create a 
pattern to make our mosaic. 
The tiles they used were circles or squares. Look around the house, what tools could you use?
You can use anything… cotton buds, bubble wrap, Lego, cut a potato onto the shape you want to use (with 
the help of an adult), a rubber, sticks, cardboard! Be as creative as you can!! 

Remember to think about the tiles and shapes you will use later!



When you have finished your sketching design and have your tools and paint ready:

- Using a ruler draw a frame around the paper 

- Sketch your design onto the frame using a pencil 

Now you are ready to start printing

- Pick your tool and dip in the paint. Making sure you remove any excess paint, 
press the tool onto your paper, lift it carefully and repeat the process following your 
design. Make sure you dip it again when needed. To change colour, make sure you clean your 
tool thoroughly. You can use different tools and shapes to create your mosaic. Leave a small space 
between your shapes to resemble the mortar. 

Let it dry and share it with your teachers!! We can´t wait to see your design 

Task 2 – Transfer your design



If you don’t have paint at home, you can use this online tool to make your mosaic.

http://macropolis.org/banderillas/famosaic/easy.htm
https://www.theedkins.co.uk/jo/mosaic/mkmosaic.htm

http://macropolis.org/banderillas/famosaic/easy.htm

